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A former high-ranking Church of Scientology of-
ficial who testified he wanted to cleanse the church
of corruption was attacked in court Thursday as try-
ing to lead a “mutiny” that would have given him
total control of the church in 1981.
William W. Franks, former Scientology interna-

tional executive director, said he was forced out of
the church leadership in December 1981, when he
was removed by two secret Scientology organiza-
tions with close links to the church's founder, L. Ron
Hubbard.

Franks, testifying in a Multnomah County Circuit
Court suit in which Hubbard and two branches of the
church are -being sued for fraud by a Portland
woman, said he took the top Scientology post in April
1981 at Hubbard’s direction. But because of his hasty
departure from the church, he said he did not possess
the telex communication from Hubbard.

Earle C. Cooley, a Boston lawyer helping to defend
the suit, suggested that Franks was ousted from lead-
ership by the secret Watchdog Committee and by an-
other group known as the Commodore’s Messenger
Organization because Franks was trying to take over
the church without Hubbard’s blessing.

I “I wasn’t trying to create a mutiny,” Franks said.
“I honestly believed these people (the WDC and
CMO) were misguided and were not supposed to be
running the church.”

Franks described the messenger organization as a
group of emissaries raised by the, reclusive Hubbard
from an early age .andqtrained¢ to _-"dBllVBI} Hubbard's’
messages. He said the watchdog committee was ‘chm-
posed of about 16 CMO members who were ap-
pointed secretly by Hubbard to oversee church ad-
ministration.

Franks said at the time he thought he was operat-
ing on behalf of the church with Hubbard’s blessing,
and that he hoped to clean up “corruption” in the
church and reduce prices charged to members for
church services.

Later, he said he realized “I was the patsy, and I
was being manipulated to be the fall guy.” Franks
said he was told to leave the church immediately
and that he has not been involved with the church
since that date. -

In earlier testimony, Franks described the church
as a means of making money for Hubbard and that
Hubbard frequently sent messages to his managers
asking them to increase sales.

Ex-Scientologist tried mutiny,
court told

u

Under examination by Cooley, Franks admitted
that he got himself into several “messes” requiring
church discipline during his 14 years as a Scientolo-
gist. In one instance in 1971 he said he was repri-
manded for using sales techniques in'Los Angeles
that other church officials thought were too aggres-
sive.

He described one of his infractions as “crush reg-
ging," a slang term he described as using excessive
measures to convince new students to “reg,” or regis-
ter and pay for Scientology classes. “I regged the
way I thought Ron (Hubbard) wanted me to, yes,”
Franks said.

y He said at anotherpoint,-“I was-theideal patsy,!
was s1111s.h0- lcould -sell -bettenthan anyone. could
sell.”

After he became executive director, Franks said
he learned that the church had been involved in ille-
gal activities that he hoped could be stopped. He
said attorney fees at the time were costing the church
more than $1 million per month.

Franks said he underwent a “gradual awakening”
that led him to believe that he was being manipulated
by Scientology, but even until he was thrown out of
the church he admitted giving enthusiastic speeches
in favor of Scientology. He admitted that most of
those statements were lies.

“Was your entire life a1ie?” Cooley asked.
“The hardest thing I've ever done is to confront

the fact I could no longer do this,” Franks replied. “It
would have been a lot easier to stay (in Scien-
tology). But I couldn’t do that. That’s why I left.”-

Franks said some Scientology staff members are
the most decent people he has ever known, but he
contended they do not realize they are being manipu-
lated. “Scientology plays on decency. That’s the
whole hook,” he said.

Franks was called as a witness on behalf of Julie
Christofferson Titchbourne, who claims she was de-
frauded by claims made to her about Hubbard and
Scientology during a nine-month period she was a
Scientologist ending in 1976.

The defense contends that church members be-
lieved the representations they made to Christoffcr-
son and that they were exercising constitutionally
‘protected religious beliefs, The trialis expected to
last several more weeks; ~


