
TEE ORE§ON'f\N= 5ATUFiQf\Y» M!':\BCH._30»...l.9§5_.

By FRED LEESON _ _ j
0fThq_Oregonian staff H ‘

P ‘. Representations made by the founder of the
Church of Scientology about his education, mil-
jtaryl service, healing powers and financial in-'
come were described in court Friday by a for-
iner§Scientologist as containing “inaccuracies
and lies.” . 1 7

-I Gerald D. Armstrong, 38, told a Multnomah
County Circuit Court jury that he found numer-
‘pus inaccuracies in the often-published bio-
graphical statements by and about L. Ron Hub-
bard, the founder of Scientology, during an
intensive two-year research project while Arm-
strong was still a church member.
' * Armstrong said he left the church in Decem-
bet 1981 after he told other high-ranking Scien-
tologists about his findings and learned that
their response was to seek a “security check”
on him.

_’ As a result of his two years of biographical
research with Hubbard’s approval, Armstrong
said he found no evidence to support Hub-
bard’s claims that he is a civil engineer, a grad-
hate of George Washington University or a nu-
clear physicist or to support claims that Hub-
bard attended undergraduate or graduate
courses at Princeton University and has no in-
tention of making money from Scientology. '

He also said there was no factual support for
Hubbard's assertions that he served in combat
in World War II, received numerous medals for
heroism, was injured in combat in-the Phili-
ppines and cured himself of war injuries that
left him crippled and blind. 9 ; Q A,

Asked if Hubbard was ever a war casualty,
Armstrong replied, “No he was not,Yother than
the fact he had duodenal ulcers.“ -~ - A. H

A Armstrong also said there was no substan-
tiation for Hubbard's claim that on two occa-H
sions he had been pronounced medically dead
and survived. 1 _ 1- »_ 1. -. .
" Armstrong, who ‘worked among the upper
echelons of Scientology, appeared as a witness
on behalf of Julie Christofferson Titchboume, a
Portland woman who has sued Hubbard and
two branches of the Church of Scientology for
fraud arising from nine months she spent in the
church in 1975 and 1976. - A ' * 1

Titchbourne testified earlier in the trial that
she became interested in Scientology because
she was told that Hubbard was a civil engineer,
a profession that she planned to follow. She
said she also was told that Scientology was a
science and said she was interested in Sciento-
logy’s claims that it couldimprove her poor
eyesight. U ' o A -

Armstrong will be cross-examined by de-
fense attorneys starting Monday in the court-_
room of Circuit Judge Donald H. Louder. l

Armstrong said he found several boxes of
Hubbard‘s early letters, writings and corre-»
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, -

spondenceh in 1980 at Hubbard’s secret com-
pound at Gilman Hot Springs, Calif- Armstrong"
{said he suggested and Hubbard approved a plan
in which‘ Armstrong would gather all of Hub-‘
bard’s materials for the preparation of a major
biography. j ,; _- ;.-__ .j i A" _

Among his testimony, Armstrong said Hub-A
bard authorized the potential expenditure of
“unlimited funds” in 1979 in an attempt to see.
if Hubbard could win a Nobel Prize. - s
I He also described a series ,of secret moves
made by Hubbard inthe late 1970s to avoid
being servedwith lawsuits. He said Hubbard s
then disappeared from sight in 1980, although ,-
high-ranking Scientologists still could commu-s
nicate with him. s 1 -~ l ' V -9

“We knew a communication could be gotten
to him, but we could not admit those lines (of
communication), occurred because of attempts
made to serve him with subpoenas and sum-
monses,“ Armstrong said. Hubbard has not ap-
peared for the Portland trial, although he is list-
edasadefendant- -- - "-1- -

Armstrong testified that Hubbard remained
in control of the churclf through secret lines of.
communication through the period-that Arm-
strong was a Scientologist, although Hubbard
professed to haveleft church management in
1966. J -
Armstrong said he discovered Hubbard’s old

files in 1980 because churchofficials feared a
raid by the FBI or some other government agen-
cy and ordered that all documents showing that
Hubbard was in_contro_l of the church be de-
troyed. _ - . _.
Among hisresearch, Armstrong found a

1953 letter written by Hubbard in which he
said he needed more money and was working
on plans for the selling of Scientology courses
and services. “Charge enough, and we will be
swamped,” Armstrong read from the letter.

Armstrong also said a claim in Scientology
materials that Hubbard makes little money
from Scientology is false. He said book royalties
totaled more than $1 million per year and that
he was aware of Hubbard receiving a lump sum
of $2.1 million or $2.4 million in 1979.

He also said Hubbard had received checks
“in the hundreds of thousands of dollars” under
adifferent corporate name. A l '

Although Hubbard claims a degree from
George Washington University, Armstrong said
a college transcript showed that he attended
only two years and received below-average
grades in more than half his classes, including
failing marks in geometry, calculus and molecu-
lar atomic phenomena. .

Armstrong said Hubbard took a course given
by the military at Princeton University but that
the course was not a part of Princeton curricu-
lum. -s _ .


