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Scientologycivil fraud trial handed to jurors
Jurors in a civil fraud trial against

the Church of Scientology and its foun-
den; L. Ron Hubbard, began delibera-
ting Wednesday afternoon after receiv-
ing legal instructions from Multnomah
Circuit Judge Donald H. I;onder._’ r

The jury of five -men and seven
Women retired for the day after _4_*;1/
hours of deliberations and were sched-
uled to resu_me__theirwork"-.Thugrsd8Y.
fm'o‘rning.i j y . _.

A-'l"he.suit involves more. than two
dozen‘ representations.made to a Port-
lflndgwoman, -._Iuli_e-LChIi5F9ffe}'$0H'

- - 1

Titchbourne, who said she relied on the
statements concerning the background
of Hubbard and the benefits from
Scientology in deciding to become in-
volved with the organization during
nine months in 1975 and 1976. g
-- Louder instructed the jurors that
Hubbard and the church could not be
held liable for damages forstatements.
concerning religious beliefs or practic-
es as a result of constitutional guaran-
tees offreedorn of religion. j
" '; ‘The judge said the; defendants could
be held liable for statements made for

“wholIy secular purposes” if jurors
conclude that the statementswera
known by the defendants to be false or
were made recklessly without regard
to their accuracy and that .Titchb0uIne
relied on them. j i V

‘_"TllZChb0Ul'Il8 seeks $3.253?i'1if=‘géner-
al fdamagesr which was jtheamount shé
paid _for Scientology; c0urse$i»and.'-ma-
terials in 1975. She also seeks-up;to.$42
“million in punitive darnagesagalnst
Hubbard. Church of Scientology of
California and Church of Scientology
Mission of Davis. .
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