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By ROLLA J. CRICK  }
of The Oregonian staff _ .

SALEM - About 2,000 Scientologists traveled
Tuesday to the state Capitol so that a Scientology
official could deliver 773 letters to Gov. Vic Atiyeh
protesting a recent trial in Portland that resulted in
a $39 million judgment against the church.

The Scientologists arrived from Portland in a
caravan of ms and buses. They paraded from the
State Fairgrounds to the Capitol, singing on the
steps of the building “We Shall Overcome” and
patriotic songs and listening to an impassioned
speech by the Rev. Ken Hoden, president of the
Church of Scientology of Los Angeles.

“There has been an assault on freedom of reli-
gion, on our religion, on every religion in Ameri-
ca,” Hoden said. “We are here to inform these peo-
ple (governor and legislators) that their rightsalso
are assaulted.” A

Hoden said that if what was started in Oregon
by the trial “is not stopped here, it will move
across the world and put us in another dark age.
That is something I will not allow.” ,

' The Multnomah County jury upheld a conten-
tion by the plaintiff, former church member Julie
Christofferson Titchbourne, 27, that the church
made fraudulent misrepresentions to her while she
wasamember. g A .

Hoden told Scientologists and spectators at the
Capitol: “This was not a case of fraud. It was a
case where a woman was kidnapped from the
church and was thrown into a room with locked
doors and windows and was held there four or five
days until she recanted her religious beliefs.

“It was a fraud on the courts of this state. What
Julie Christofferson is doing is criminal. She is
nothing but at mindless bullet fired against the
Church of Scientology.” A ' l

Atiyeh did not receive any of the Scientologists,
but Hoden at the conclusion of the session on the
steps handed the packet of letters to Diane Duma-

an, At‘ eh‘s rece tionist, and she took them into8 1)’ P
the governor’s office.

Then, flanked by television personalities Jeff
Pomerantz and Michael D. Roberts, Hoden deliv-
ered to the legislative chambers copies of an open
letter to the governor and members of the Oregon
Legislature. The letter, on Church of Scientology of
Portland stationery, asserted that allowing a court
jury in Multnomah County “to make a decision in a
case involving the Church of Scientology sets a
dangerous precedent for people of all faiths.“ ' _

.. The letter also arguedthat “a set of religious
beliefs and practices was put on trial for 12 people
to judge” and that that was “no different from a
panel of Christians being called to evaluate the reli-
gious basis for Judaism or visa versa.” . '

Asked what he thought Atiyeh could do about
the recent court verdict, Hoden admitted there was
little the governor could do with respect to the
church’s legal position. But Hoden insisted the gov-
ernor as “the most senior official in Oregon” and
the Legislature mustbe made aware of the senti-
ments of Scientologists. T t t
_ “Nothing can stop us, for the sun never sets on
Scientology,” Hoden said. Scientologists from
Switzerland, Sweden, Norway, Germany, Great
Britain, Australia, Canada, Mexico and from across
the United States have arrived in Portland to sup-
port the church’s opposition to the verdict, which
awarded the $39 million to Titchbourne in punitive
damages. A 0- T
.- After returning, to Portland from Salem, several
hundred Scientologists congregated Tuesday night
in Lownsdale.Square opposite the Multnomah
County Courthouse for a series of concerts by rock
bands and vocalists. - r . P i

In the square thelgroup had installed a sound
equiprnent booth, portable toilets, tables offering
Scientology literature and a stage prominently fea-
turing a U.S. flag and the cross of Scientology. A
tall fir tree opposite the courthouse entrance on
Southwest Fourth Avenue was ringed with a sign
reading “Celebrity Control Center.” - L i A
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Blow to freedom
To the Editor: The recent lawsuit against the

Church of Scientology was absurd on the face
of it. Failure to overtum the previous action is
indeed a blow to our guarantees of religious
freedom, which are so basic to our nation.

The plaintiff apparently had no understand-
ing of the symbolic use, in the Bible and in my-
thology. of blindness or poor sight to represent
ignorance. Can she truly say this entire experi-
ence has left her without increased knowledge;
-that is, improved sight? No church can be held
accountable in secular court for failure to deliv-
er spiritual truth into physical, temporal form.

The plaintiff, if serious at all about religious
belief, needs to heed the apostle Paul’s words,
when he warned us, “If any of you has a dis-
pute with another, dare he take it before the
ungodly for judgment instead of before the
saints? . . . One brother goes to law against an-
other - and this in front of unbelievers.
The very fact that you have lawsuits among
you means you have been completely defeated
already.” -

JOHN R. PHELPS,
10 N.W. Broadway.

\


