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Thousands of Scientologists
converged on Portland, 0re.,
Wednesday, as debate contin-
ued over a $39 million court
verdict against the church.

“The protest is a public rela-
tions cover, ad cover-up of the
real story, the fact the church
is a fraud,” said lawyer Mi-
chael Flynn, who has 20 cases
pending against the church.

Other groups have joined the
protest. The Rev. Oscar
McLaughlin of the New York
Committee for Religious Free-
dom called the verdict “agap-
ing gap in the Liberty Bell of
religious freedom.” -

Protests across Oregon have
attracted celebritiessuchas ac-
tor John Travolta and musi-
cian Chick Corea. They started
after a Portland jury last-week
awarded former Scientologist
Julie Titchbourne ‘$39 million
in a suit againstthe church and
its founder. She says the
church defrauded her by
promising to improve” her IQ
and weak -eyesight.

“The decision proves what
happens when the_secular
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okesman Van ni Youn
But Joseph Conn of the

Americans United for Separa-
tion of Church and State said
the verdict probably .doesn’t
threaten religious freedom.

“The cash award is exorbi-
tant, and I don*t think it will be
upheld,” he said. “But religious
groups have to be wary of mak-
ing medical claims that are
more scientific than religious.”

Founded in 1955, Sciento-
logy is based not on worship-
ping a god, but on how to “im-
prove quality of life and con-
trol the thought process.-
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Scientologist leader’s
whereabout

L. Ron Hubbard, the creator
of Scientology, hasn’t been
seen in public since 1980.

And if anybody knows
where he is, they aren’t saying.

L Published reports sa the 74. y -

year-old writer is living in
Southern Califomia with three
people in their 20s -- David
Miscavige and Pat and Annie
Broeker. They worked aboard
a yacht that served as his head-
quarters in the 1970s. Y

Church members still hear
from him. “He contacted us on
his birthday in March to say
‘Hi,’ ” said Vaughn Young, who
is researching a Hubbard biog-
raphy in Los Angeles.

There are mixed reports
about his health. “I saw a dete- “
rioration through the years JI
knew him,”. archivist Gerald

Disarming teen
Silicon Valley whiz kid Jefi

Gold", 18, wants to show stu-
dents his age they can “make a
difierence.”
. So today, he brings together
1,000 high school students with
Michael Stafford, special as-
sistant to arms control negotia-
tor Paul Nitze, for an arms
control forum at a Palo Alto,
Calif., high school. O 1

“I like turning ideas into re-
ality,” says the entrepreneur
of a computer software firm.

His letter -to the White House
requesting a speaker got fast
action: a call back the next day.

S 3 mystery

HUBBARD: Church members
say they still hear from him.
Armstrong told the Los Ange-
les Times. He was ‘_‘a blithering
idiot.” Armstrong worked for
Hubbard from 1971-1979.

Young, who worked with
Armstrong, disagrees. “Gerry
was just flat out lying. What he
characterized was what the
media wanted to hear.”

-So what does everybody
have against Hubbard?

“It’s been described as fast
food psychiatry, but it’s a basic
American pragmatism,” says
Young. He “attacked the idea
that you had to spend six or
seven years on a psychiatrists
couch, and the reaction of the
medical community and the
government was animosity.”
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