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Lawyer sees smear 
campaign, slams sect 

By GEORGE-WAYNE SHELOR 
Sun staff writer 

BOSTON—The attorney who coordinated Clearwa-
ter's 1982 hearings into purported criminal activities 
by the Church of Scientology this week sent letters 
to the FBI, the Suffolk County District Attorney's 
Office and other officials charging the sect with 
promoting a smear campaign directed at him. 

The letters, attorney Michael Flynn said, were a 
response to a full-page advertisement Monday in 
The Boston Globe offering a $100,000 reward for 
information about a purloined $2.1 million check 
which, according to sources, was drawn on an ac-
count belonging to Scientology founder L. Ron Hub-
bard. 

Eugene Ingram, a California private investigator 
retained by a law firm representing Church of Sci-
entology, placed the ad asking for information lead-
ing to the arrest and conviction of the person or 
persons who forged and attempted to pass the check 
drawn on a cash reserve account at the Bank of 
New England on June 7, 1962. 

On that date, a man who identified himself as Mr. 
Abdulamiar tried to open an account with the check 
at the Middle East Bank of New York City. Ques-
tions were raised about the check and it was not 
honored. The account did not lose 'any money and 
Abdulamiar was not seen again. 

Flynn, who last week filed statements in federal 
court here detailing his knowledge of a purported 
Church of Scientology scheme to entrap a Tampa 
federal judge, has told investigators that at least 10 
persons who have contacted Ingram in response to 
the ad were told that Flynn and his brother, Kevin, 
are "prime suspects" in the case. 

Ingram, who placed the $14,000 ad, confirmed to a 
reporter with The Boston Herald that Flynn is in-
deed a "suspect" in his investigation. 

However when contacted Saturday, Ingram told 
the Clearwater Sun that he "never, ever has given 
Michael Flynn's name as a suspect. 

"(Boston newspaper reporters) said they had spo-
ken to Michael Flynn ... (and they) said Michael 
Flynn told them that he was the suspect," Ingram 
said. He said he only verified that Flynn "has not 
been ruled out" as a suspect. 

(Please see * SECT, page 7A) 
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* Sect 
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Flynn denies having had any involve-
ment in the attempt to pass the counterfeit 
check. And sources close to federal and 
Massachusetts investigations into the 
check-writing scam have said Flynn is not 
a suspect in their probes. 
-,Flynn contends the Clearwater-based 

sect is trying to discredit him because of 
his involvement in a number of suits 
against the sect and Hubbard. "This is an 
example of their counterattack measures— 
attack the attacker," Flynn said Friday. 
"Whenever any adverse publicity comes 
out about them they go on a real publicity 
campaign of their own. They're trying to 
counteract the facts that are coming out." 

Specifically, Flynn said, the ad is part of 
"a classic Scientology operation" to damn 
him for his cooperation with federal au-
thorities involved in an investigation of an 
alleged 1962 sect plot to entrap then-U.S. 
District Judge Ben Krentzman. 

A Sun investigation has disclosed a U.S. 
Attorney's Office probe into the purported 
plot to get Krentzman aboard a 77-foot 
yacht off Clearwater where drugs, prosti-
tutes and hidden cameras and microphones 
Were to be used to compromise the judge. 
.According to documents and affidavits 

Sled in District Court in Boston by Flynn 
and several former high-ranking Sciento-
log,ists, the purported scheme relates to the 
payment of $250,000 to a private investiga-
tor to lure Krentzman aboard the yacht 
"on the pretext of a fishing trip and then to 
distribute photographs and the recordings 
for the purpose of destroying his (Krentz-
Man's) reputation and removing him" 
from a case in District Court in Tampa. 
- At the time, Krentzman, now retired, 
was presiding over a suit against the sect 
brought by Tonja C. Burden. Miss Burden 
filed the $16 million suit against the Church 
of Scientology in 1960 to compensate her 
for alleged abuse, brainwashing, imprison-
ment and fraud during her seven years in 
the sect, according to court documents. 

Her affiliation with the sect—which in-
cluded a time when she was Hubbard's 
"personal slave"—ended when she fled 
from the former Fort Harrison Hotel in 
Clearwater, the sect's international head-
quarters, according to court testimony. 

Court documents state that Scientology 
officials "feared he (Krentzman) was 
about to render a decision (in the Burden 
trial) that would directly and adversely 
affect Hubbard." 

As a result of that concern, the purported 
plot was implemented. However, Krentz-
man was never lured aboard the boat. 
Krentzman said he did not know of the 
purported plot until recently. 

Although U.S. Attorney Robert Merkle 
has neither confirmed nor denied that his 
office is investigating the matter, court 
documents filed in Boston and confidential 
sources have detailed the alleged plot and 
subsequent investigation. 

The Sun has also ,learned that the former 
chairman of the Watchdog Committee, an 
arm of the sect's Guardian Office, received 
orders from Hubbard through another sect 
officer to implement the suspected scheme 
to "set up" Krentzman. 

Now disenchanted with the sect, the for-
mer chairman has sought protectio❑ and 
immunity from the federal government in 
exchange for his testimony about his 
knowledge of the alleged plan, according to 
court documents. 

A number of other former sect officials 
also have contacted authorities to discuss 
what they know about purported sect 
wrongdoings. 

Flynn said the suspected campaign to 
discredit him is not the first time the sect 
has tried to "harass and discourage" him 
by using "a black P.R. campaign to de-
stroy" his reputation and to discredit him 
so thoroughly he "will be ostracized." 

According to an affadavit filed in District 
Court, "Hubbard and his agents" have sto-
len thousands of documents, "most of an 
attorney/client character," from Flynn's 
office, have contacted his clients "for the 
purpose of separating them from me as 
clients," and have "engaged in a wholesale 
pattern of 'operations' to dissuade (Flynn) 
from representing" plaintiffs suing the 
sect. 

Richard Haworth, a spokesman for the 
sect in Clearwater, said Saturday he had 
seen an ad in the Wall Street Journal iden-
tical to the one in The Boston Gobe, but 
was unaware of Flynn's allegations. 

"I don't know that 4tny of this stuff is 
true ... I just don't have any information on 
what he said," Haworth said. 

A young man at the sect's Boston mis-
sion, citing church poEcy, said he could not 
discuss Flynn's allegations. 

"Normally there's like, you know, a de-
partment of officials here to handle this 
type of thing," he said. "But they're not 
here and I can't talk about something like 
that." 

Flynn was hired by the city of Clearwa-
ter to coordinate May 1962 hearings into 
the sect's alleged criminal activities. 

Last fall, the city enacted a charitable-
solicitation ordinance, a product of those 
hearings, requiring organizations that 
raise more than $10,000 annually from the 
public to register with the city clerk. If the 
city receives 10 legitimate complaints 
against an organization, the ordinance 
says, the city attorney may be empowered 
to demand the offending organization's fi-
nancial records. 

Last week, two lawsuits challenging the 
measure were filed, one by the Church of 
Scientology, the other by the Americans 
United for Separation of Church and State, 
the National Council of Churches of Christ 
in the U.S., the American Jewish Commit-
tee and the Suncoast American Baptist 
Church of Clearwater. The city has decided 
not to enforce the ordinance, pending the 
outcome of the suits. 
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